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On behaLF OF british Orienteering i am verY PLeased tO weLcOme cOmPetitOrs, team 
Leaders, OFFiciaLs, sPectatOrs and gUests tO the 2015 iOF wOrLd Orienteering 
chamPiOnshiPs in scOtLand. great britain has hOsted the wOrLd chamPiOnshiPs twice 
beFOre, in 1976 and 1999, and On bOth thOse OccasiOns it was heLd in scOtLand, 
which has sOme OF the natiOn’s Finest Orienteering terrain. in 2015 we wiLL retUrn 
again tO the highLands OF scOtLand.

the world championships will be held in collaboration with the highly successful scottish 6-days 
competition, which was first held in 1977 as part of the legacy of the first world championships 
in scotland. having been held every two years since then, it has grown into a well-established and 
high-quality multi-day event that has over 3,000 competitors each time. we expect that for highland 
2015 there will be at least 5,000 competitors.

we are very pleased to have the support of the team at eventscotland, who have tremendous 
experience in working on high-profile international sporting events. we are confident that their 
involvement in the hosting of wOc 2015 will help us to deliver a fantastic event, which will raise 
the profile of orienteering within the international sporting community.

scotland is a fantastic mix of stunning landscapes, wildlife and wonderful local produce, combined 
with a thriving arts and culture scene, and topped off with a colourful history of epic battles and 
historic castles. whether you are a competitor, official, spectator or guest at the world Orienteering 
championships, we are sure you will find it a memorable and enjoyable experience. welcome to 
highland 2015!

Martin Ward (Chairman, British Orienteering)

Dear orienteering frienDs arounD the worlD...

On behaLF OF the scOttish Orienteering 6-daY event cOmPanY, i OFFer a warm weLcOme 
tO aLL whO wiLL be visiting OUr cOUntrY in 2015. 

the 6-day company are delighted to be working in partnership with british Orienteering and sOa 
to stage highland 2015, comprising the world Orienteering championships and the scottish 6-day 
event. the 6-day event was the natural choice to complement the wOc races; the first 6-day event 
was in 1977 and over the years it has earned a high reputation for technical and organisational 
quality. we will ensure that the standards we have set are maintained at highland 2015, the 20th 
scottish 6-day event. the programme is being designed to give 6-day competitors the opportunity 
to run on wOc terrain with wOc maps, as well as spectating at the wOc races and cheering on 
their national team members.

two years of hard work lie ahead to deliver an event of the highest quality. Our aim is for an 
unforgettable orienteering experience for all competitors, spectators and supporters.

Anne Hickling (Chairman, scottish Orienteering 6-Day Event Co. Ltd.)

the scOttish Orienteering assOciatiOn is the gOverning bOdY OF Orienteering in 
scOtLand and extends a verY warm scOttish weLcOme tO aLL athLetes and their 
sUPPOrters whO wiLL be attending the wOrLd Orienteering chamPiOnshiPs 2015 and 
the scOttish 6 daYs FestivaL in highLand and mOraYshire districts, “ceUd mìLe FàiLte”.

we like to think that scottish orienteering punches above its weight (our membership is only a little 
over 1500) in terms of the quality of its events, premier amongst these being the bi-annual 6 days 
Festival, and we will be working hard to make sure that your stay here is both very enjoyable and 
successful.

Roger scrutton (President, scottish Orienteering Association)
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the worlD orienteering ChaMPionshiPs 
- highlight of highlanD 2015
the 2015 world Orienteering championships (wOc) will be held in the highland and 
moray regions of scotland, with the event centre located at inverness.  wOc will be 
the highlight of the orienteering festival highland 2015, which will also include the long-
established and prestigious scottish 6 days event.

the wOc PrOgramme

the iOF general assembly 2012 in Lausanne approved a new world championships 
Programme including a sprint relay.  this new programme, first to be used at the 2014 world 
championships in italy, will be used for the 2015 world championships in great britain.

wOc 2015 will use the competition format and qualification system for middle and Long 
distance races as defined on the iOF website Foot Orienteering section, currently described in 
documents under the heading ‘wOc in the Future’ (http://orienteering.org/foot-orienteering/
woc-in-the-future/).

the format for the new sprint relay can be found under the rules heading in the Foot 
Orienteering section
(http://orienteering.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Format-for-the-new-sprint-relay.pdf).

the WOC races are provisionally planned to be held as follows:

Day Date Event Time

saturday 01/08/2015 sprint relay evening

sunday 02/08/2015 sprint Qualification morning

sunday 02/08/2015 sprint Final afternoon

monday 03/08/2015 rest day

tuesday 04/08/2015 middle distance afternoon

wednesday 05/08/2015 relay afternoon

thursday 06/08/2015 rest day  

Friday 07/08/2015 Long distance

there will be a range of public events staged near or in the wOc areas including the 
scottish 6 days event (see page 9) and mtbO, trailO and sprint races. 

cOmPetitiOn rULes

the 2015 edition of the competition rules for iOF Foot Orienteering events will be 
applied to participation in the 2015 world Orienteering championships.  the 2013 
rules state that, for the wOc:
•	 There	is	one	class	for	women	and	one	class	for	men.	There	are	no	age	restrictions	

(rule 5.7)
•	 All	competitors	represent	a	Federation	(Rule	6.5)
•	 A	competitor	may	represent	only	one	Federation	during	any	one	calendar	year 

(rule 6.1)
•	 Competitors	who	are	representing	a	Federation	shall	have	full	passport-holding	

citizenship of the country of that Federation (rule 6.2)

anti-dOPing

the organisers are fully committed to supporting the efforts of the anti-doping authorities.
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INVERNESS – 
eVent Centre with easY aCCess
The Event Centre will be inverness in 
northern scotland (latitude 57.4717 ºn, 
4.2254ºw). all races will be held within 
easy driving distance of inverness – see 
location map. 

Nearest airports are at inverness, 
aberdeen, edinburgh and glasgow.

currently there are scheduled flights 
to inverness airport from amsterdam, 
London gatwick, birmingham, 
manchester and other UK airports.

Aberdeen Airport has direct flights 
from amsterdam, copenhagen, 
dublin, Frankfurt, Paris, stavanger, 
London (heathrow, gatwick and city 
airports) and other UK airports.

Edinburgh and Glasgow have busy international airports with direct flights from european 
countries and from further afield. 

A good railway service operates to inverness from London, edinburgh, glasgow and aberdeen.  
these cities are also linked by express coach services.

Vehicle hire facilities are available in inverness and at all the airports. the journey by road from 
either edinburgh or glasgow airports to inverness takes about 3 hours.
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with reFerence tO iOF cOmPetitiOn rULe 26.5, the areas indicated On the LOcatiOn maP 
On Page 4, and shOwn On the mOre detaiLed maPs that FOLLOw, are embargOed.

this embargo applies to all potential wOc 2015 team members (runners, team leaders, coaches, 
doctors, etc.) as well as to all others with strong links to elite squads. 

spelt out in detail, this means that for such people:
•		No	organised	orienteering	of	any	kind	may	take	place	in	the	embargoed	areas	until	after 

wOc 2015
•		No	training	sessions,	i.e.	running/races,	testing	route	choices	etc.	are	allowed	in	these	areas
•		No-one	with	potential	connections	to	a	team	(athlete	or	any	other	function)	may	visit	the	

embargoed terrain 
•		 In	the	towns	of	Inverness,	Elgin,	Nairn	and	Forres,	access	is	permitted	in	the	embargoed	areas	

until further notice. however use of orienteering maps, running training of all kinds and route-
choice testing is not allowed in these areas.

the map on page 4 shows the general locations of the embargoed areas. the following maps show 
in detail the embargo borders for each area.

forest anD oPen terrain
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forest anD oPen terrain (Cont.)

copies of the most recent versions of orienteering maps of these areas can be found on the wOc website www.woc2015.org

urBan terrain
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CoMPetitions anD training 
oPPortunities
the wOc 2015 Organising team are cOmmitted tO 
assisting natiOns in their PreParatiOns FOr wOc 2015.
the training coordinator for wOc 2015 is tim sands. tim 
lives in the heart of the wOc 2015 area at grantown on 
spey. he is very happy to discuss training requirements with 
team managers and can help nations design bespoke training 
camps. his e-mail address is training@wOc2015.org

access and training maPs
gaining access for orienteering in many areas in scotland can 
be problematic. environmental issues and other factors can 
restrict orienteering access to some areas for many months of 
the year. teams and individuals must not train on any area 
without an access permit. access permits are available from 
the wOc 2015 training coordinator. 

maps of recommended training areas are available to be 
purchased from the wOc 2015 training coordinator. all 
maps purchased from wOc 2015 will show prohibited areas. to avoid entering a prohibited area, 
nations should only use official training maps obtained through wOc 2015. if in doubt, please 
check by contacting the training coordinator via the e-mail address above.

training PrOgramme
training opportunities in the run-up to wOc 2015 include formal training camps of which there are 
four, events identified on the british Orienteering calendar that offer relevant training opportunities 
and bespoke training camps for nations, groups and individuals.

training camPs

Camp Date Location Notes

1 27 Jul – 3 aug 
2013

moray, scotland before and during ”euromeeting 2013”
www.scottish6days.com/2013/euromeeting

2 13 – 17 Oct 2014 moray/highlands during the ”race the castles” festival
www.racethecastles.com

3 april 2015 highlands/moray 
and/or deeside

after JK 2015

4 Other dates to be 
confirmed

moray/highlands to include selection races

 
events and cOmPetitiOns

Event Date Location Notes

highland wolf 2013 19/20 Oct 2013 aviemore, 
grantown

middle distance/sprint/Long 
distance

scottish 
championships 2014

24/25 may 2014 Pitlochry Long distance & relay

race the castles 11/12 & 18/19 
Oct 2014

edinburgh/
stirling/deeside

wre, Park tour sprint/middle 
distance/Long distance

JK 2015 3-6 apr 2015 english Lake 
district

wre

scottish 
championships 2015

23/24 may 2015 argyll and bute
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CoMPetitions anD training 
oPPortunities
besPOKe training

nations, groups and individuals are welcome to visit moray and the highlands to train at any time 
leading up to wOc 2015. a catalogue of areas available for training will be maintained on the 
wOc 2015 website. 

cOsts

the cost of maps and access permits is published on the wOc 2015 website.

Other sOUrces OF inFOrmatiOn

the wOc 2015 website contains more information on training, facilities and map 
availability and is regularly updated.

the scottish Orienteering Association website gives details of orienteering events 
and activities in scotland and, information about the national Orienteering 
centre. www.scottish-orienteering.org

the British Orienteering website lists all registered orienteering 
events within the UK. www.britishorienteering.org.uk
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eVent Centre anD aCCoMMoDation in 
the ‘highlanD CaPital’
the ‘highland capital’ inverness will be the 
central venue for wOc 2015 and, subject to final 
agreement, the location of the official event and 
media centre will be the new inverness campus, an 
enterprise project being developed by highlands and 
islands enterprise which includes inverness college 
Uhi, a partner within the University of the highlands 
and islands.
 
the campus will provide a wide range of modern 
facilities for athletes and team officials, media 
representatives and iOF delegates and guests. it is 
anticipated that all wOc and iOF meetings will be 
held there.

accommodation of all standards will be on offer 
either on the campus or in the extensive range of 
hotels and alternative budget options in inverness. 
the city is the main shopping and cultural centre 
for northern scotland and has a lively social scene 
catering for all interests, with an extensive programme 
of arts and sports activities to enjoy during the 
summer.

inverness campus is close to the centre of inverness and there is a major shopping and cinema 
complex only a short walking distance away.

more information about the event centre and other facilities for the world Orienteering 
championships will be published on the wOc website once details are confirmed.

Further details and reservation forms for accommodation will be included as part of bulletin 2, which 
will be published in summer 2014. 

the sCottish 6-DaYs eVent
the scottish 6-day event will, as always, provide top-class competition 
for orienteers of all ages and highland 2015 will be the 20th 6-day 
event. the programme is being planned in close coordination with the 
wOc programme to maximise the use of wOc terrain for 6-day event 
competitors and to allow easy access to the wOc races for spectating.

wOc and scOttish 6 daYs terrain

wOc 2015 and the scottish 6 days races will bring competitors into 
some of the best terrain available for orienteering in scotland. this will 
include a big variety of inland and coastal forest that is both technically 
and physically demanding as well as intricate sprint terrain in the old 
stone-built towns of the area. the wOc 2015 website wOc2015.org 
will give more details of the areas to be used for each race.
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organisation
the 2015 world Orienteering championships will be organised under the auspices of highland 
2015, which also includes the scottish 6 days event. a steering group brings together 
representatives of british Orienteering, the scottish Orienteering association, the scottish 6-day 
event, highland council and eventscotland together with the wOc event director. wOc 2015 and 
the scottish 6 days have separate Organising committees that are working closely together. 

wOc 2015 steering grOUP

martin ward   chairman, british Orienteering
mike hamilton   chief executive, british Orienteering
roger scrutton   President, scottish Orienteering association
Paul mcgreal   event director, wOc 2015
anne hickling   chairman, scottish Orienteering 6-day event co. Ltd.
John macdonald  highland council
stuart turner   eventscotland

wOc 2015 Organising cOmmittee

Paul mcgreal   event director
colin matheson  assistant event director
graham mcintyre  technical director
stephen round  Finance director
rob hickling   commercial director
Jenny downs   eventscotland

event cOntrOLLers

björn Persson   iOF senior event adviser
Åke Jönsson, swe  assistant iOF senior event adviser
tony thornley   national controller

cOntact

WOC 2015
British Orienteering
8a Stancliffe House
Whitworth Road
Darley Dale
Matlock
DE4 2HJ
U.K.

Tel: +44 1629 734042
Email: info@woc2015.org
www.woc2015.org
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